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Figure 1 

Excerpt from "Orations from Homer to William McKinley" 

This is an excerpt from a speech given by Red Jacket, Chief of the Seneca Nation, to the United 

States acting secretary of war in Washington, D.C. on February 10, 1801. 

[1] ...Brother, the business on which we are now come is to restore the friendship that has existed 

between the United States and the Six Nations, agreeably to the direction of the commissioner from 

the fifteen fires1 of the United States. He assured us that whensoever, by any grievances, the chain 

of friendship should become rusty, we might have it brightened by calling on you. We dispense with 

the usual formality of having your speech again read, as we fully comprehended it yesterday, and it 

would therefore be useless to waste time in a repetition of it. 

[2] Brother, yesterday you wiped the tears from our eyes, that we might see clearly; you unstopped 

our ears that we might hear; and removed the obstructions from our throats that we might speak 

distinctly. You offered to join with us in tearing up the largest pine-tree in our forests, and under it 

to bury the tomahawk. We gladly join with you, brother, in this work, and let us heap rocks and 

stones on the root of this tree that the tomahawk may never again be found. ... 

[3] Brother, we observe that the men now in office are new men, and, we fear, not fully informed of 

all that has befallen us. In 1791 a treaty was held by the commissioners of Congress with us at 

Tioga Point, on a similar occasion. We have lost seven of our warriors, murdered in cold blood by 

white men, since the conclusion of the war. We are tired of this mighty grievance and wish some 

general arrangement to prevent it in future. The first of these was murdered on the banks of the 

Ohio, near Fort Pitt. Shortly after two men belonging to our first families were murdered at Pine 

Creek; then one at Fort Franklin; another at Tioga Point; and now the two that occasion this visit, on 

the Big Beaver. These last two had families. The one was a Seneca; the other a Tuscarora. Their 

families are now destitute of support, and we think that the United States should do something 

toward their support, as it is to the United States they owe the loss of their heads. 

[4] Brother, these offences are always committed in one place on the frontier of Pennsylvania. In the 

Genesee country we live happy and no one molests us. I must therefore beg that the President will 

exert all his influence with all officers, civil and military, in that quarter, to remedy this grievance, 

and trust that he will thus prevent a repetition of it and save our blood from being spilled in future. 



[5] Brother, let me call to mind the treaty between the United States and the Six Nations, concluded 

at Canandaigua. At that treaty Colonel Pickering, who was commissioner on behalf of the United 

States, agreed that the United States should pay to the Six Nations four thousand five hundred 

dollars per annum, and that this should pass through the hands of the superintendent of the United 

States, to be appointed for that purpose. This treaty was made in the name of the President of the 

United States, who was then General Washington; and, as he is now no more, perhaps the present 

President would wish to renew the treaty. But if he should think the old one valid and is willing to 

let it remain in force we are also willing. The sum above mentioned we wish to have part of in 

money, to expend in more agricultural tools and in purchasing a team, as we have some horses that 

will do for the purpose. We also wish to build a sawmill on the Buffalo creek. If the President, 

however, thinks proper to have it continue as heretofore, we shall not be very uneasy. Whatever he 

may do we agree to; we only suggest this for his consideration. 

[6] Brother, I hand you the above-mentioned treaty, made by Colonel Pickering, in the name of 

General Washington, and the belt that accompanied it; as he is now dead we know not if it is still 

valid. If not, we wish it renewed—if it is, we wish it copied on clean parchment. Our money got 

loose in our trunk and tore it. We also show you the belt which is the path of peace between our Six 

Nations and the United States. ... 

[7] Brother, the business that has caused this our long journey was occasioned by some of your bad 

men; the expense of it has been heavy on us. We beg that as so great a breach has been made on 

your part, the President will judge it proper that the United States should bear our expenses to and 

from home and whilst here. 

[8] Brother, three horses belonging to the Tuscarora Nation were killed by some men under the 

command of Major Rivardi, on the plains of Niagara. They have made application to the 

superintendent and to Major Rivardi, but get no redress. You make us pay for our breaches of the 

peace, why should you not pay also? A white man has told us the horses were killed by Major 

Rivardi’s orders, who said they should not be permitted to come there, although it was an open 

common on which they were killed. Mr. Chapin has the papers respecting these horses, which we 

request you to take into consideration. 

—Red Jacket 

excerpted from Orations from Homer to William McKinley, 

Vol. VII, 1902 

P.F. Collier and Son 

1fires — fires refers to states 

Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 
The details in paragraph 3 contribute to the speaker’s purpose by  

1. presenting a resolution to the conflict 
2. indicating the reason for the meeting 

3. emphasizing the need for caution 
4. explaining the terms of the treaty 
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

The speaker’s use of symbolism in paragraph 2 serves to represent the  

1. achievement of peace 

2. destruction of nature 
3. loss of cultural identity 

4. arrival of new leadership 
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following 
Question: 

Paragraph 3 establishes a  

1. contrast between poverty and wealth 
2. comparison between family and government 
3. cause/effect relationship between power and 

crime 
4. connection between responsibility and 

accountability 
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

Which statement best clarifies the first sentence in paragraph 2?  

1. “We dispense with the usual formality of having your speech again 
read” (paragraph 1) 

2. “In the Genesee country we live happy and no one molests us” 
(paragraph 4) 

3. “But if he should think the old one valid ... we are also willing” 

(paragraph 5) 
4. “If the President ... thinks proper to have it continue as heretofore, we 

shall not be very uneasy” (paragraph 5) 
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

In the speech, the Six Nations’ uncertainty regarding the status of the 
Canandaigua Treaty in paragraph 5 is based on the  

1. loss of the Cayuga reservation 
2. conclusion of a major conflict 

3. recent changes in United States leadership 
4. new hostilities along the frontier 

 

Q 6   Layout 

 

Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

The speaker’s attitude in paragraph 5 can best be described as  

1. uncertain 
2. compassionate 
3. sarcastic 

4. cooperative 
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

The speaker’s request in paragraph 7 serves to emphasize the Six Nations’  

1. sense of growing confinement 
2. adoption of traditional lifestyle 

3. rejection of political influence 
4. desire for fair treatment 

 

Q 8   Layout 

 

Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 
Which purpose of the treaty between the United States and the Six Nations 

is not referenced in this 1801 speech?  

1. the need to prevent unlawful acts 

2. the preservation of the written agreement 
3. the method of fiscal payments 

4. the protection of Iroquois lands 

 



Q 9   Layout 

 

Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

Which words from the speech help the reader understand the meaning of 
redress as used in paragraph 8?  

1. “judge it proper” (paragraph 7) 
2. “They have made application” (paragraph 8) 

3. “why should you not pay also” (paragraph 8) 
4. “they should not be permitted to come” (paragraph 8) 

5.  
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Refer to Figure 1 and answer the following Question: 

The speaker repeats the word “Brother” throughout the speech in order to  

1. convey a sense of superiority 
2. establish a feeling of alliance 

3. emphasize a common greeting 
4. suggest a shared history 

5.  
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Figure 2 

Excerpt from "Araby" by James Joyce 

[1] …When the short days of winter came dusk fell before we had well eaten our dinners. When 

we met in the street the houses had grown sombre. The space of sky above us was the colour of 

ever-changing violet and towards it the lamps of the street lifted their feeble lanterns. The cold 

air stung us and we played till our bodies glowed. Our shouts echoed in the silent street. The 

career of our play brought us through the dark muddy lanes behind the houses where we ran the 

gauntlet of the rough tribes1 from the cottages, to the back doors of the dark dripping gardens 

where odours arose from the ashpits, to the dark odorous stables where a coachman smoothed 

and combed the horse or shook music from the buckled harness. When we returned to the street 

light from the kitchen windows had filled the areas. If my uncle was seen turning the corner we 

hid in the shadow until we had seen him safely housed. Or if Mangan’s sister came out on the 

doorstep to call her brother in to his tea we watched her from our shadow peer up and down the 

street. We waited to see whether she would remain or go in and, if she remained, we left our 

shadow and walked up to Mangan’s steps resignedly. She was waiting for us, her figure defined 

by the light from the half-opened door. Her brother always teased her before he obeyed and I 



stood by the railings looking at her. Her dress swung as she moved her body and the soft rope of 

her hair tossed from side to side. 

[2] Every morning I lay on the floor in the front parlour watching her door. The blind was pulled 

down to within an inch of the sash so that I could not be seen. When she came out on the 

doorstep my heart leaped. I ran to the hall, seized my books and followed her. I kept her brown 

figure always in my eye and, when we came near the point at which our ways diverged, I 

quickened my pace and passed her. This happened morning after morning. I had never spoken to 

her, except for a few casual words, and yet her name was like a summons to all my foolish 

blood. … 

[3] At last she spoke to me. When she addressed the first words to me I was so confused that I 

did not know what to answer. She asked me was I going to Araby. I forget whether I answered 

yes or no. It would be a splendid bazaar,2 she said she would love to go. 

[4] ‘And why can’t you?’ I asked. 

[5] While she spoke she turned a silver bracelet round and round her wrist. She could not go, she 

said, because there would be a retreat3 that week in her convent.4 Her brother and two other boys 

were fighting for their caps and I was alone at the railings. She held one of the spikes, bowing 

her head towards me. The light from the lamp opposite our door caught the white curve of her 

neck, lit up her hair that rested there and, falling, lit up the hand upon the railing. It fell over one 

side of her dress and caught the white border of a petticoat, just visible as she stood at ease. 

[6] ‘It’s well for you,’ she said. 

[7] ‘If I go,’ I said, ‘I will bring you something.’ 

[8] What innumerable follies laid waste my waking and sleeping thoughts after that evening! I 

wished to annihilate the tedious intervening days. I chafed against the work of school. At night 

in my bedroom and by day in the classroom her image came between me and the page I strove 

to read. The syllables of the word Araby were called to me through the silence in which my soul 

luxuriated and cast an Eastern enchantment over me. I asked for leave to go to the bazaar on 

Saturday night. My aunt was surprised and hoped it was not some Freemason5 affair. I answered 

few questions in class. I watched my master’s face pass from amiability to sternness; he hoped I 

was not beginning to idle. I could not call my wandering thoughts together. I had hardly any 

patience with the serious work of life which, now that it stood between me and my desire, 

seemed to me child’s play, ugly monotonous child’s play. 

[9] On Saturday morning I reminded my uncle that I wished to go to the bazaar in the evening. 

He was fussing at the hallstand, looking for the hat-brush, and answered me curtly: 

[10] ‘Yes, boy, I know.’ … 

[11] At nine o’clock I heard my uncle’s latchkey in the halldoor. I heard him talking to himself 

and heard the hallstand rocking when it had received the weight of his overcoat. I could interpret 



these signs. When he was midway through his dinner I asked him to give me the money to go to 

the bazaar. He had forgotten. 

[12] ‘The people are in bed and after their first sleep now,’ he said. 

[13] I did not smile. My aunt said to him energetically: ‘Can’t you give him the money and let 

him go? You’ve kept him late enough as it is.’… 

[14] I held a florin6 tightly in my hand as I strode down Buckingham Street towards the station. 

The sight of the streets thronged with buyers and glaring with gas recalled to me the purpose of 

my journey. I took my seat in a third-class carriage of a deserted train. After an intolerable delay 

the train moved out of the station slowly. It crept onward among ruinous houses and over the 

twinkling river. At Westland Row Station a crowd of people pressed to the carriage doors; but 

the porters moved them back, saying that it was a special train for the bazaar. I remained alone 

in the bare carriage. In a few minutes the train drew up beside an improvised wooden platform. I 

passed out on to the road and saw by the lighted dial of a clock that it was ten minutes to ten. In 

front of me was a large building which displayed the magical name. … 

[15] Remembering with difficulty why I had come I went over to one of the stalls and examined 

porcelain vases and flowered tea-sets. At the door of the stall a young lady was talking and 

laughing with two young gentlemen. I remarked their English accents and listened vaguely to 

their conversation. … 

[16] Observing me the young lady came over and asked me did I wish to buy anything. The tone 

of her voice was not encouraging; she seemed to have spoken to me out of a sense of duty. I 

looked humbly at the great jars that stood like eastern guards at either side of the dark entrance 

to the stall and murmured: 

[17] ‘No, thank you.’ 

[18] The young lady changed the position of one of the vases and went back to the two young 

men. They began to talk of the same subject. Once or twice the young lady glanced at me over 

her shoulder. 

[19] I lingered before her stall, though I knew my stay was useless, to make my interest in her 

wares seem the more real. Then I turned away slowly and walked down the middle of the 

bazaar. I allowed the two pennies to fall against the sixpence in my pocket. I heard a voice call 

from one end of the gallery that the light was out. The upper part of the hall was now completely 

dark. 

[20] Gazing up into the darkness I saw myself as a creature driven and derided by vanity; and 

my eyes burned with anguish and anger. 

—James Joyce 

excerpted from “Araby” 

Dubliners, 1914 

Grant Richards LTD. 



1tribes — gangs 
2bazaar — fair 
3retreat — a time set aside for prayer and reflection 
4convent — religious school 
5Freemason — a fraternal organization 
6florin — coin  

Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following Question: 
The description of the neighborhood in the first six sentences contributes to 

a mood of  

1. indifference 
2. gloom 

3. anxiety 

4. regret 

5.  
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Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following Question: 
Which quotation from the text best illustrates the narrator’s attitude toward 

Mangan’s sister?  

1. “we watched her from our shadow” (paragraph 1) 
2. “We waited to see whether she would remain or go in” (paragraph 1) 

3. “yet her name was like a summons” (paragraph 2) 
4. “She asked me was I going to Araby” (paragraph 3) 

5.  
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Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following 

Question: 
Paragraph 8 helps to develop the idea that the narrator 

has  

1. recognized that his priorities have changed 

2. determined the academic focus of his studies 
3. eliminated distractions from his daily routine 

4. reassessed his relationship with his family 
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Paragraphs 3 through 5 reveal Mangan’s sister’s  

1. disinterest 

2. silliness 
3. disappointment 

4. tension 
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The description of the narrator’s train ride (paragraph 14) supports a theme 
of  

1. confusion 
2. isolation 

3. persecution 
4. deception 
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Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following Question: 
The description in paragraphs 16 through 19 suggests that the bazaar 

symbolizes  

1. excessive greed 
2. future wealth 

3. false promise 
4. lasting love 

 

Q 17   Layout 

 

Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following Question: 
It can be inferred from the text that the narrator’s behavior is most guided 

by his  

1. school experience 

2. family situation 
3. childhood memories                 4. Romantic feelings 
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As used in paragraph 20, the word “derided” most nearly means  

1. taunted 
2. restrained 

3. rewarded 
4. flattered 
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Which quotation best reflects a central theme of the text?  

1. “Her brother and two other boys were fighting for their caps” 

(paragraph 5) 
2. “ ‘Can’t you give him the money and let him go?’ ” (paragraph 13) 

3. “It crept onward among ruinous houses and over the twinkling river” 
(paragraph 14) 

4. “I lingered before her stall, though I knew my stay was useless” 
(paragraph 19) 
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Refer to Figure 2 and answer the following Question: 
Based on the text as a whole, the narrator’s feelings of “anguish and anger” 

(paragraph 20) are most likely a result of his having  

1. ignored his opportunities 
2. defended his family 

3. realized his limitations 
4. denied his responsibilities 

 


