English  11 
DeJong (Bright)
Required Materials:  Pen, three-ring binder, loose-leaf paper, and assigned book.

I) Reading - American Literature

Throughout the year, we will work with all genres of American literature in its historical context.  Works covered:

-The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie

-Hamlet by William Shakespeare (Not American, but there is a reason.)

-The Scarlet Letter  by Nathaniel Hawthorne

-The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane

-The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

-Into the Wild by John Krakauer
These books are the main units to be discussed and written about in class and take between 3 - 5 weeks each to complete.  Students will be quizzed regularly on their reading.  (DYRT ((did you read this?)) quizzes make up a large portion of the reading grade.)

II) 
      Additional Reading:

*Students are expected to choose a book each quarter to read on their own.  Students will clear the book with me, have ten weeks to read it, and then complete a book report.
*Non-fiction readings will also be utilized during each unit.
III)
      Additional Units:
In addition to the main units, there will be a unit on American poetry and a unit on grammar.  

-The grammar unit is based predominantly on SAT expectations, but students will also be evaluated on their use of grammar on writing assignments.
IV) 
      Writing

-Students will be writing throughout the units as part of DYRT quizzes, reading response journals, and unit tests.  Some of the writing will be in the form of formal essays to be completed at home or in class.
-In addition, students will be writing practice Regents essays throughout the year.  For the Regents practice essays, we will model both the format and the administration of the writing assignments, so this writing will be timed.  
-Research Paper:  Students will complete a research paper.  This assignment is a course requirement.  More details on this assignment will follow as the school year progresses.

V)
Grading


-Reading grade = 20% (DYRT quizzes and book reports)


-Writing grade = 50% 

   Includes the following:


               -Unit test writing (20%)

               -Notes/reader responses (10%)

               -Regents writing (20%)

-Test grade = 30% (Unit tests, short answer and vocab/grammar tests)
Please go over this outline with your parent/guardian.  Keep an eye out for emails with my zoom ID and passcode.

See you soon!
Mr. Bright

